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Seventh- and eighth-grade students from St. Mary’s School in Ticonderoga recently donated over $300 to Mission Haiti, a project the Sisters of St.Joseph
have been involved in for several years. This project provides education for 10 Haitian girls from primary through secondary school; three years of technical
education for 10 girls; assist in the salaries for and certification of teachers; and partial financial assistance for re-building Rose de Lima Secondary School.
To support this much mission, donations can be made to Sisters of St.Joseph with "Mission Haiti" on the Memo line. Donations can be mailed to Sisters of St.
Joseph, (/0 Mission Haiti, 1425 Washington St., Watertown, NY 13601.

Campaign funds cathedral repairs

OGDENSBURG — Thanks to funding
raised in the diocesan It's Our
Church, It's Our Future Capital Cam-
paign, St. Mary’s Cathedral is under-
repairs
restoration to ensure the cathedral

going  needed

and

structure is sound and beautiful
well into the future.
Two separate projects — one finte-
rior, one exterior — are underway.
Both projects were funded largely
by the It’s Our Church, It’s Our Fu-

ture Capital Campaign. Funds for
the exterior work came from the
diocesan portion of the campaign,
and the interior work was funded by

the cathedral parish’s portion.
FULL STORY, PAGE 5

MINISTERING TO
PERU FROM PERU
{a ,1 —

Father Francis Flynn poses for a
photo with Father Edwin Vasquez,
a former member of a youth
group Father Flynn ministered to
in Mollendo, Peru. The two priests
reunited at a celebration held to
honor Father Flynn’s 50th anniver-
sary as a priest.In August, Father
Vasquez celebrated his 25th an-
niversary as a Jesuit. Though the
pandemic prevents Father Flynn
from visiting Peru, he continues to
minister to the people there using
digital means from his home in
Peru, New York.

FULL STORY, PAGE 3

Pope Francis: Church must respect other cultures

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Christian
freedom means respect-
ing other cultures and tra-
ditions rather than finding
ways to impose "one's
own model of life as
though it were the most
evolved and the most ap-
pealing," Pope Francis
said.

"How many errors have
been made in the history
of evangelization by seek-
ing to impose a single cul-

tural model," the pope
said Oct. 13 during his
weekly general audience
in the Paul VI audience
hall.

"At times, even violence
was not spared to make a
single point of view pre-
vail. In this way, the
church has been deprived
of the richness of many
local expressions that the
cultural traditions of en-
tire peoples bring with

them. But this is the exact
opposite of Christian free-
dom," he said.

The pope continued his
series of talks on St. Paul's
Letter to the Galatians by
reflecting on the freedom
from slavery to sin and
death that comes from
Christ's death and resur-
rection.

St. Paul's assertion is
that freedom, given to hu-
manity through grace and

love, is "the supreme and
new law of Christian life,"
which "opens us up to
welcoming every people
and culture, and at the
same time opens every
people and culture to a
greater freedom," Pope
Francis said.

For the apostle, the pope
said, welcoming faith "in-
volves renouncing not the
heart of cultures and tra-
ditions, but only that

which may hinder the
newness and purity of the
Gospel."

The "freedom obtained
through the death and
resurrection of the Lord
does not enter into con-
flict with cultures or with
the traditions we have re-
ceived, but rather intro-
duces into them a new
freedom, a liberating nov-
elty, that of the Gospel,"
he said.
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[ told him not to tell anyone

I agreed to do it, but I told
him not to tell anyone.

Iwas 16 or 17 years old. A
friend had asked me to drive
his antique tractor in a trac-
tor pull. For some reason, he
wanted it competing
in the “Powder Puff
pull,” the women’s
competition. If I re-
member  correctly,
my friend had asked
other young ladies he
knew who knew how |
to drive tractor, and [
no one would agree k
to do it. -

So, [ agreed to drive
the tractor in the
tractor pull, but I did-
n’'t want it “getting
around” that I was doing it. I
didn’t think it seemed very

Fargo

Darcy L.

“cool” to be driving a tractor
in a tractor pull.

The reality was that driv-
ing a tractor was part of who
I was at that time. My father
and grandfather co-owned a
dairy farm. My dad
had only daughters.
My sisters and I
worked in hay mows,
milked cows, cleaned
livestock stalls and
drove tractors.

[ didn’t want to
show people who I
really was. While I
can attribute some of
my concern about
being cool to the fact
that I was a teenager
at the time, don’t we
sometimes shy away from
showing people who we re-

ally are even when we’re far
away from the years when
we can use teenage insecu-
rity as an excuse?

That entered my mind as I
prayed about this week’s
World Mission Sunday.

Especially in this secular
world, it’s hard to profess a
love of Christ to others and
be who we are — children of
a loving God - publicly. I
know I've let opportunities
to do it pass me by out of
fear.

Yet there are others, mis-
sionaries, who travel great
distances, often at great per-
sonal expense and risk, to
share Christ and his love
with others. And there are
others, no less missionaries,
who share Christ’s love with

their families, their neigh-
bors, their workplaces and
their communities. They
embrace who they are, and
they share it.

As we approach World Mis-
sion Sunday, please support
those who share their iden-
tities as followers of Christ
with others, as we are all
called to do, and serve the
least of his people with their
service, joy and love. Please
pray for them. If you are
able and called to do so,
please support them finan-
cially.

They give a lot often with
little reward (at least I got a
trophy from the tractor pull;
I won second place).

They agreed to do it. And
they agreed to tell everyone

Reflections on

My sister called me up on
the phone this week. Among
other things, we got talking
about the Our Father prayer.
She mentioned how much
she loved this wonderful
prayer. However, she then ex-
pressed her concern that she
felt some people were not
understanding many of the
promises and prayers of this
Lord’s Prayer. Many times,
she felt that many say the
words of the Our Father
quickly and without compre-
hension.

So, she said “you better
write a column. People have
to understand what they are
saying.” So here we go again;
we're talking about Jesus’
perfect prayer.

Jesus begins this prayer by
calling upon our God as Fa-
ther. In Jesus’ time, this must
have been a huge surprise to
refer to God as Father for
most of the people, even for
Jesus’ apostles. The ordinary
people thought of God as the
God of Moses - the God who
Moses met at the top of
Mount Sinai, a God of fear.
Jesus wants his followers -
then and now - to never for-

‘Father Bill Says’

tipastor22@gmail.com

get that God wants always to
be for us a caring, loving fa-
ther. We stand before our
God in prayer as a son or
daughter before “Our Father.”
Each time we say this
prayer, we proclaim our de-
termination to make God’s
name holy. In this way, we
make our prayer with honor
and respect to our God and
Father. In this way, we bring
reverence and honor to God
each time we say his name.
“Hallowed be thy name.”
Then we make a promise:
“Thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done.” We will do all we
can to make our lives better,
our world better as we do all
we can to make God’s King-
dom united and strong right
here on this earth just as in
heaven. We commit to being
the Kingdom of God - a peo-
ple dedicated to living a good
life filled with the love of Our

the Our Father

Savior.

We go on to pray that Our
Father takes care of us. “Give
is this day our daily bread.”
We pray that God satisfies
our hunger and also our spir-
itual needs through the
sacrament of the Holy Eu-
charist - the sacrament of the
Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus at each Mass.

Then we make a solemn
commitment to forgiveness.
We humbly stand before Our
Father seeking his forgive-
ness. We have failed. We have
sinned all too often, but
Jesus often promised us His
forgiveness. Then we make a
confidant commitment: “for-
give us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass
against us.” Lord, treat me as
I treat those who sin against
me. This is a bold declara-
tion, yet this is what we say.
We have to mean it each time
we pray to Our Father.

Then we ask Our Father to
protect us. “And lead us not
into temptation.” I believe
that my God and Father
never stops protecting me.
With love and wisdom Our
Father helps me see clearly

the temptations that will dis-
tract me from following my
God.

“Deliver us from evil.
Amen.” We close this wonder-
ful prayer again asking our
God to protect us. We want to
live in love and honesty each
and every day. We ask Our Fa-
ther to protect us from that
evil that will block and dis-
turb our relationships with
our God and our Fatherso
that we can lead better lives.

Finally, never forget that
the Our Father is a gift from
the Lord Jesus. This prayer is
always close to my mind. I
truly need it so often. There
are so many times when I
just need a prayer, and this is
the best prayer that we have.
Many times, [ want to invite
some people to join with me
in prayer, and [ am certain
that they know the Lord’s
Prayer, and I invite them to
join me. There are times
when I stand with a family
around the sick bed of a
loved one, and I want them to
join me in prayer, and we
turn with our God and our
Father as we say the Lord’s
Prayer.
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Father Flynn evangellzes m Peru from Peru

By Mary Beth Bracy
Contributing Writer

PERU- In the midst of a
pandemic, Father Francis
J. Flynn continues to min-
ister to the faithful a con-
tinent away.

When he was ordained
a priest in December of
1969, Father Flynn said
his desire to spend time
in the missions. He was
first assigned to Mol-
lendo, Peru in 1973,
where he was stationed
with Father Andrew ]J.
Amyot. Over the years,
Father Flynn has made
several trips back to Peru,
often every other vyear,
and currently stays in
touch with his former
youth group through
WhatsApp - a smart-
phone/tablet application
that allows for video
meetings, text messaging
and voice conversations.

Father Flynn calls Peru
regularly to check-in with
a different person each
week and see how they
are doing. One of the for-
mer members of his
youth group and his fam-
ily had COVID. They
weren’t sure if he’d sur-
vive. Father Flynn cele-
brated Mass for the
young man, and the
youth group attended
virtually. The young man
recovered. Father Flynn
and the youth group also
organized a collection
and sent money, since
the young man was out
of work and had no
money for food.

The situation in Peru is
“bad because of the vari-
ant,” Father Flynn said.
The people of Peru, Fa-
ther Flynn said, are
“doing a lot to support
each other. The hospital
there is full, there are no
beds, and they are run-
ning out of oxygen. A lot
have died.” Many people
that Father Flynn saw

————

T

Father Francis J. Flynn gathers with former members of a youth group he ministered to in Mollendo, Peru as he cele-
brated his 50th anniversary of ordination in early 2020.

during his February 2020
visit have passed away,
some who were in their
mid-60s, and had under-
lying health conditions.

“They didn’t have in-
person Masses for over a
year,” and Father Flynn
has offered Mass for
them via Zoom.

During his first year in
Mollendo, Father Flynn
spent three weeks each
month in that commu-
nity and one week each
month in the Caylloma
Mountains. He worked
with Father Paul Hagan
there, covering a large
area. Father Flynn came
back to states in 1981
and later received per-
mission to go as a Mary-
knoll Associate to Bolivia
from 1984 to 1987.

When he came back
from Peru, Father Flynn
said he wrote down “all
things that he did but
shouldn’t have and re-
verse.” noted Father
Flynn.

He said he “worked off
that list in Bolivia.”

There, he became part
of a pastoral team with a
Maryknoll priest, who or-
chestrated social activi-
ties, a priest from Iowa, a
priest from Nebraska
who worked with street
kids, a religious sister
who worked in the city,
and lay people who
worked in co-ops. Once a
month, they shared “pas-
toral theological reflec-

tions,” which he
described as a “powerful,
big addition.”

In the smaller group,
Father Flynn said the
group would bring “to-
gether what you were
doing - each working on
something different -
how does it work with
evangelization and our
mission.”

Father Flynn’s parish
was divided into 16

zones, each comprised of
zones. They had a special
Mass on Palm Sunday,
which began with the
whole parish uniting in a
huge field and process-
ing to the church.

It was here that Father
Flynn became acquainted
with Basic Ecclesial Com-
munities (BEC), small
communities of families
and individuals united by
their faith and faith shar-
ing. They provided in-
struction in the parish
Zones.

“People would share the
message in the meet-
ings,” he said. “[It was a]
wonderful experience of
BEC.”

Father Flynn became in-
volved in youth encoun-
ters in Arequipa, which
was the second largest
city in Peru at the time

North Country patients at C1VPH
thank Fr. Bill Reamer for blessings,

spiritual guidance and prayers.

~A Friend

and located up in the
mountains. They were
geared to 18 to 30 year
olds. He recruited a few
young people from his
parish to go.

It was a “three-day, in-
tense experience,” Father
Flynn said. “They came
back and were enthused.”

The youth encounter
program continued to
grow in his parish. Even-
tually, half the partici-
pants ended up being
from his parish.

“It changed the tenor of
the parish, musicians and
singers were involved in
Mass - guitar, mandolin,
drums, tambourines,” he
said.

There was a chorus,
and a local music teacher
became the director.

“Sunday night Masses
were lively and packed.
The majority was young
people. It was a pastor’s
dream,” said Father
Flynn, noting everything
sprang forth from the
Mass and led to the Mass.
“Youth came for hours
before Mass to play
music and practice and
socialized after.”

Every encounter had a
priest and talks given by
peers. It started Friday
and ended on Sunday
with Mass. Day one was
an encounter with self,
face to face with who you
are and want to be. The
young people received
letters from their par-
ents. Day two was an en-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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In Peru from Peru

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
counter with Jesus; there
was a bonfire and Confes-
sion. Many times, Father
Flynn explained, the
young adults had not been
to Confession since they
made their First Commun-
ion. He can remembering
hearing Confessions all
night. Day three was an
encounter with the Church
and the world. To main-
tain the experience, the
young people were sup-
posed to start or join a
group with like-minded
people. They started a
youth group in his parish
to keep that experience
alive.

Parents attended a Mass
and welcomed the youth
back home in Mollendo
when they came out of en-
counter. It was a reconcili-
ation experience for some,
Father Flynn added. Mass
was packed with young
people. They gave testi-
monials to the congrega-
tion while waiting for the
retreatants to return. They
sang “Jesus Christ, Jesus
Christ hear I am” in Span-
ish. All the youth stood up
and spoke.

“They couldn’t hide from
their conversion experi-
ence,” said Father Flynn.
“If they fell, people re-
minded them.”

After this encounter, Fa-
ther Flynn said of his
priesthood, “Anything
after that, it was frosting
on the cake.” To see young
people “obtain the source
and summit of their life,
[they] looked forward to
Mass, everything you read
about and want, I had it.”

Father Flynn said mem-
bers of this “young youth”
group are now grandpar-
ents, and the third gener-
ation that he ministers to
from afar.

Father Flynn retired in
January 2020 and went to
Mollendo on February 11.
The faithful had a huge,
three day 50th anniver-
sary of priesthood cele-

bration for him. There was
a special Saturday Mass
and Sunday dinner organ-
ized by the youth group. It
was “so neat meeting the
children,” Father Flynn
said.

The reception was or-
ganized by the son of one
of the youth group mem-
bers. One young man in
the youth group, Edwin,
became a Jesuit priest. He
is stationed in Lima and
pastor of the largest and
oldest Jesuit Church there.
Another young lady from
the youth group, Rose-
mary, is a doctor and head
of hospital in Mollendo.
He made exceptions for
them to be in group due to
their ages. “It was a
tremendous success, [they
had] credibility with their
peers.”

Father Flynn flew out of
Peru on the last flight be-
fore they shut the country
down, closed the border,
and stopped the Masses
due to COVID. Although
the financial situation had
improved, the pandemic
and political instability
devastated economy, he
reflected.

Currently, Father Flynn
said he is in a great situa-
tion, living with Msgr.
Dennis Duprey in Peru,
New York. He covers
Masses for priests when
they are away or need to
quarantine. He enjoys
golfing with Father Kevin
McEwan, Father Tojo
Chacko, Msgr. Duprey and
a few deacons. Father
Flynn walks almost daily.
After the lockdown, he or-
ganized his days to walk,
complete puzzles, and
read, which he loves.

Father Flynn said that he
is “very blessed, very for-
tunate to be where he was,
when he was.” He said he
didn’t always see it at the
time, but God always put
him in “the right place at
the right time. 'm here in
Peru and this is the right
place for me at this time.”

Offering praise & worship,
adoration in Lake Placid

By Darcy Fargo
Editor

LakePladd- They're mixing
praise and worship
music with adoration
and reflections, and all
are invited to join them.

Starting Nov. 5, St
Agnes Catholic Church
in Lake Placid will host
First Friday Praise and
Worship at 7 p.m. in the
church on the first Fri-
day of every month.

The prayer offerings
are being organized and
led by Joey and Mary
Catherine “MC” Izzo,
music ministry leaders
at St. Agnes Church in
Lake Placid, and Father
John R. Yonkovig, pastor

at St. Agnes.
“The praise and wor-
ship music centers

around prayer, but it’s
also with more tradi-
tional adoration and
benediction,” said Joey
[zzo. “We do songs from
all around the Catholic
and Christin music
scene, including a lot of
songs that have been
used at Camp Guggen-
heim, songs some of the
campers will know. We
wanted the kids who
haven’t had camp in a
couple years to have this
opportunity, and we
wanted to make it avail-
able to others.”

The couple stressed
that the First Friday
Praise & Worship nights
will not be concerts. In-
stead, they are prayer
opportunities.

“One of the beauties of
praise and worship
music with adoration is
that — just like there are
different types of learn-
ers — there are different
types of prayers,” Mary
Catherine Izzo added. “If
you come and are really

excited to sing, we have
lyrics available. A lot of
the songs are songs that
people who either went
to camp or who listen to
mainstream  Christian
radio would know. Oth-
ers may want to sit and
listen, read along with
the lyrics and meditate
on the words in the pres-
ence of the Eucharist
and see how the Lord
speaks to them in that
way.”

“Growing up, my mom
brought us to adoration
once a month,” Joey Izzo
added. “It’s that feeling
of just sitting next to
someone and not having
a conversation, but
knowing they’re there.
It's comforting. I feel like
that joy and comfort is
really needed right now.
[ hope more people get
to know what it feels
like.”

In addition to appeal-
ing to people who pray
in a variety of ways, the
Izzos hope the First Fri-
days will draw a variety
of people.

“I's an invitation to
prayer, and we hope
people will see how the
Lord is calling them to
use that hour,” Mary
Catherine Izzo said. “We
really feel like there’s a
piece to offer everyone
who comes. It’s for fami-
lies with young children,
older adults — everyone.
Just come with an open
mind and see how the
Lord wants to meet you
in prayer. Kids are very
welcome. T'll likely have
my 2 year old and 8
week old.”

Each First Friday ses-
sion will also include
readings and reflections
from Father Yonkovig.

“Father John has been
very supportive,” Mary

Catherine 1zzo said.

The Izzos previously
conducted a similar
praise and worship se-
ries at St. André Bessette
Parish in Malone.

“We were doing once a
month in Malone when
Father Joe Giroux was
there,” Joey Izzo said.
“We noticed how the fol-
lowing became consis-
tent because we stayed
consistent with it. When
we started here at St.
Agnes, we came in just
as the pandemic hit.
We've wanted to do this
for a while, but the tim-
ing wasn’t right until
now.”

In addition to praise
and worship music and
adoration, the monthly
series will include time
for food and fellowship.

“That’s something we
took from the Malone se-
ries,” Joey Izzo said. “We
wanted an opportunity
for people to gather and
talk after. You don’t
often get to sit in a room
and just talk to people
who share the same faith
and who shared the
same kind of prayer you
did and shared time sit-
ting with Jesus in the Eu-
charist.”

“Making connections is
how we build the Church
and build the body of
Christ,” Mary Catherine
Izzo added.

While the First Friday
Praise and Worship se-
ries is open to all, the
Izzos said they also
know not everyone is
able to travel to Lake
Placid every first Friday.

“Even if you can only
come once, all are wel-
come to join us,” said
Joey 1zzo. “And we’ll be
livestreaming on the St.
Agnes Facebook page for
those who can’t make it.”
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‘Should serve us well for many years’

Repairs to St. Mary’s Cathedral funded by
Its Qur Church, It Our Future
Capital Campaign

By Darcy Fargo
Editor

OGDENSBURG - Thanks to
funding raised in the
diocesan It’s Our Church,
It's Our Future Capital
Campaign, St. Mary’s
Cathedral is undergoing
needed repairs  and
restoration to ensure the
cathedral structure is
sound and beautiful well
into the future.

“We actually have two
projects going on —one in-
terior and one exterior,”
said Father Joseph A. Mor-
gan, rector of St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

Crews from Lupini Con-
struction, a Utica-based
firm, are completing exte-
rior work.

“They’re repointing the
facade of the cathedral,”
Father Morgan said. “And
restoring a limestone col-
umn that has degraded.”

Father Morgan said the
currently ongoing exterior
work is an extension of
previous work that had
been done to repair the
stonework.

“We did the north wall
one year, the west wall an-
other,” he said. “We’ve re-
paired a number of spots
that were leaking. A big
chunk of the work has
been done by Lupini.
They’ve done a lot of work
in churches throughout
the diocese, and they’ve
been doing work on our
cathedral for many years.
They first came here
around this time in 2010.”

Inside the cathedral, Stu-
art Riche, a local contrac-
tor who also completed
the restoration at St
Lawrence University’s Gun-
nison Memorial Chapel
after it was gutted by fire,
is completing a number of
improvement projects.

“Where water has come
in and streaked the stone,
they’re cleaning that,” said
Father Morgan. “Some of
the windows are showing
the effects of water com-
ing in over almost 70
years. They're working on
those, and they’re repair-
ing and restoring the Sta-
tions of the Cross and
other wood things in the
cathedral. Some of the sta-
tions have significant
cracks, some have missing
or broken crosses. Rishe’s
work also includes refin-

ishing the cathedral
doors.”
Father Morgan noted

that the repairs have been
funded largely through the
It’s Our Church, It's Our Fu-
ture Capital Campaign.

“Some of the exterior
work is from the diocesan
portion of the campaign,”
he said. “A lot of the inte-
rior work is from the
parish portion of the cam-
paign. We wouldn’t have
been able to do this work
without incurring debt
otherwise. We've also been
able to do a number of
projects at Notre Dame.
We've made the entryway
safer, and there’s a new
boiler and sound system.
All that work was com-
pleted before we started
work on the cathedral.”

Father Morgan said he
hopes the renovation work
will be completed before
the diocese celebrates its
150th anniversary in 2022.

“We’re doing the exterior
now, and we hope to focus
on the cement work in
front of the cathedral in
the spring or summer,” he
said.

Father Morgan said he is
grateful to those who sup-
ported and continue to
support the Capital Cam-
paign.

Campaign update

As of late September, the It Qur
Church, It’s Our Future Capital
(ampaign has received over $12.1
million in donations to support
diocesan and local parish projects.
Alittle over $1.5 million remains
in outstanding pledges. Of that
$12.1 million:

- $8.1 million has gone back to
the parishes for projects/pro-
grams outlined in their campaign
case statements.

- $2.7 million stayed at the dio-
cese to be used for Priests Retire-
ment, Education of Seminarians,
Camp Guggenheim capital im-
provements and St.Mary’s Cathe-
dral capital improvements.

- $1.3 million was part of the
2018 Bishop’s Fund Appeal that
has already been used to support
all the ministries the BFA annually
assists.

“I'm so grateful to every-
body who participated in —
and those still participat-
ing in - the Capital Cam-
paign,” he said. “People
were very responsive, and
we were over our goal. The
work they’ve enabled us to
do should serve us well for
many years.”

He also expressed grati-
tude to those impacted by
the ongoing projects.

“Funerals have all shifted
to Notre Dame during this
time,” Father Morgan said.
“For the most part, people
have been very under-

Crews from Lupini Construction, a Utica-based firm, complete work on the
exterior of St. Mary’s Cathedral. The exterior repairs, as well as a separate in-
terior project, were funded largely through the It's Our Church, It's Our Fu-
ture Capital Campaign.

standing. It takes a day to
get everything from the also lose time setting
project cleaned up to use everything back up.”

the building, and then they
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Environmental Stewardship

Reducing water consumption

Inan arearich in clean-flowing
rivers and clear lakes, the call to reduce
water consumption here in the North
Country may seem nonsensical. How-
ever, most of our water use comes, not
from the faucet, but from the purchase
of foods bought during the colder
months of the year.

Agriculture is our nation'’s greatest
consumer of fresh water. Foods like av-
ocados, tomatoes, grapes and other
succulent plants require substantial
amounts of water,and if nature does
not produce adequate rainfall, the
farmer must compensate with water
extracted from the ground or diverted
from reservoirs.In areas hard hit by
drought, like California, this can seri-
ously deplete local aquifers and drink-
ing water supplies. Additionally, these
methods of irrigation require large ex-
penditures of electrical energy to oper-
ate the pumps needed to transport
and distribute the water to hundreds
of acres of cropland.

In some regions where drought
conditions prevail, it has been deter-
mined that the amount of water used
to produce a single bag of grapes is
roughly 24 gallons. 60 gallons of water
is needed in some areas to produce a
single avocado, 11 gallons of water for
a pound of tomatoes,and a single, 16
ounce bottle of soda is said to require
almost 33 gallon of water.

As local farmers' markets close for
the season, check to see where your
produce was grown.As a general rule,
the closer to home, the better for the
environment. Currently, foods that
originate in Florida are better than
those that were grown in Galifornia, as
Florida has experienced much more
rainfall to promote the growing
process, and the transportation of
these goods tends to generate less of a
carbon footprint.

(lean fresh water is perhaps our
planet’s most precious resource.Being
conscious of how much water we use
isimportant.As colder weather sets in,
the bulk of the water that we fre-
quently consume shifts dramatically to
areas well outside of the North Coun-
try.In this era of global commerce, it is
now important to become conscious
of how we are impacting the environ-
ment in other places.

By Tom Kalinowski

St.Bernard's Church, Saranac Lake

Faith and Ecology Member

Bishop's Public Schedule

Oct. 20 — Noon — Mass at Notre
Dame Church in Ogdensburg
Oct.22 — 10:30 a.m. — Classroom
visits with the students at Trinity
Catholic School in Massena fol-
lowed by Noon Mass for Ada
Stoiber at Sacred Heart Church
Oct.23 - 4 p.m.— Mass at St.
Mary's Cathedral

Oct.24 - 11:15a.m. — Mass at
Holy Cross Parish (at St. Peter's
Church) in Plattsburgh followed by
Destination Confirmation gather-
ing in the Emmaus Room

0Oct.26 — Noon — Mass at Notre
Dame Church in Ogdensburg

Oct. 27 - 11:30 a.m. — Roman
Catholic Center Board Meeting at
Kateri Hall in Hogansburg

Rest in Peace

This week marks the anniversary
of the deaths of the following
clergymen who have served in the
Diocese of Ogdensburg

0Oct. 20 — Rev. Walter Plaisance,
0.M.1,,1918; Msgr. Stephen J. Woj-
ciechowski, 1978

Oct. 21 — Rev. Peter LaFort, 1939;
Msgr.Robert A. Farmer, 1979

Oct. 22 — Rev.Thomas McNally,
1883; Rev. George J. Savage, 1918;
Rev. Michael A. Jarecki, 2012

Oct. 23 — Rev. Discorides Forget,
0.M.1., 1916

0Oct. 24 — Rev. John P.0'Rourke,
1918; Deacon Frederick J. Mader,
2018

0Oct. 25 — Rev.J. Michael Duvic,
0.M.1,1917

0Oct. 26 — Rev.J. G. Lavoie, 0.M.I.,
1908

Letters to the Editor

We welcome letters from read-
ers of the North Country Catholic.
» Due to space limitations, we
ask that the number of words be

limited to 500.

+We cannot accept letters
which support ideas which are
contrary to the teachings of the
Catholic Church.

« Send letters to North Country
(atholic, PO Box 326, 0gdensburg,
NY, 13669 or e-mail to
news@northcountrycatholic.org

» Join the conversation!

Grey Nuns embrace
Laudato Si’ action platform

The Grey Nuns of the
Sacred Heart affirm their
commitment to a spiritu-
ality of compassionate
concern and care for the
ecological wellbeing of
Earth and the universe.

In a statement of their
Commitment to the
Laudato Si’ 7-Year Jour-
ney to Integral Ecology,
the sisters write that “
we renew our lifelong
commitment to ecologi-
cal conversion.”

This ecological conver-
sion involves dedication
to a seven-goaled action
platform that supports
Pope Francis’ encyclical,
Laudato Si’, Care for Our
Common Home.

The Grey Nuns of the
Sacred Heart are making
this commitment in soli-

Protecting God’s Children

The Diocese of Ogdenshurg uses
the training, Protecting God's Chil-
dren for Adults. There are no live
trainings scheduled. If you need to
complete VIRTUS training, contact
Jean Grizzuto, jgrizzuto@rcdony.org
or 315-393-2920 x 1413.

To Report Abuse

If you have a complaint of sus-
pected misconduct involving
diocesan clergy, religious, employ-
ees or volunteers, contact Victims
Assistance Coordinator, Terri-
anne Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050
Route 374, Merrill, NY 12955; terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com
Phone:518-651-2267 days; 518-
569-0612 evenings; or Father
Christopher Carrara, the Episcopal
Vicar for Clergy;
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 315-
393-2920 ext. 1340.If you have a
complaint of suspected sexual
abuse or related misconduct by the
bishops, contact the Catholic
Bishop Abuse Reporting Serv-
ice at 800-276-1562 or
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org.

darity with women and
men religious around the
world who have “set out
on the long path of re-
newal” to integral ecology
envisioned by Laudato
Si’.

Beyond women and
men religious, Pope Fran-
cis is calling on six other
groups found in the
Catholic Church to also
adopt the goals of the
Laudato Si’ Action Plat-
form. These include: fam-
ilies; dioceses and
parishes; educational in-
stitutions; hospitals and
health care centers; or-
ganizations and groups;
and businesses and agri-
cultural organizations.

The seven goals of the
platform, which apply to
everyone are:

¢ Responding to the cry
of the Earth

¢ Responding to the cry
of the poor

¢ Building ecological
economies

¢ Adopting simple, sus-
tainable lifestyles
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e Creating ecological
education

e Sharing ecological
spirituality

e Promoting commu-
nity engagement through
action and advocacy

The hope is that these
seven goals, undertaken
by the global church will
create an irreversible,
systemic change in seven
years.

The Grey Nuns of the
Sacred Heart have al-
ready embraced many of
these seven goals with
such actions as their sup-
port for the Earth Charter
principles, their corpo-
rate stand against the
death penalty, their sup-
port for fair trade and so-
cially responsible
investing, avoiding single
use plastic, Eco Spiritual-
ity retreats, their work
with migrants and cre-
ation advocacy.

Sister Denise Roche
summed up the Grey
Nuns commitment: “We,
the Grey Nuns of the Sa-
cred Heart, want to en-
dorse and participate
fully in the world chal-
lenge to save and en-
hance the beautiful gifts
given so abundantly by
our loving God.”

Thank you Fr. Bryan Stitt

For being such a fantastic

& holy priest.

Thoughts and prayers.

From your fan club
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Diocese of Ogdensburg
Mission Office 2020 Annual Report

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

World Mission Sunday — the annual, worldwide Eucharistic celebration for the Missions of the Church — will be on October 24
this year. This important day in the life of the Church Universal fortifies our understanding of our shared call to mission, bestowed
upon us at Baptism.

Pope Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday reflects on the theme: “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and
heard” (Acts 4:20). The Holy Father shares his zeal, reminding us that, “as Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves,” as we
“recall with gratitude all those men and women who by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal commitment to be
generous and joyful apostles of the Gospel.” He invites us to speak of our faith!

World Mission Sunday provides us with that very opportunity. We can speak about our faith and respond to our missionary call —
through prayer, participation in the Eucharist, and giving generously to the collection for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Your gifts
support and sustain priests, religious and lay pastoral leaders in more than 1,100 mission dioceses in Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands, and parts of
Latin America and Europe as they proclaim the Gospel, build the Church, serve the poor — and speak of our shared faith in all corners of the world.

“The global pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty, and the injustices experienced by so many people,”
reminds Pope Francis. This year, as the world recovers from the loss and the challenges that resulted, let us respond with generous hearts.

Thank you for helping us to reach out in solidarity and support for the Mission Church, and the work and witness of missionaries.

In this spirit, I offer my personal gratitude for your kind missionary heart, reaching out in love throughout Mission Month and beyond.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

f@(%%é?/

Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley
Bishop of Ogdensburg

HABLAR DE LO QUE
HEMOS VISTO
Y 0ipo”

- MUND
[, L -
e . ‘ \

Pray and give gnerosl} October 24, 2021

The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

. ,:')(,,,,%3,'(,,/ cAlission & '(/{'/'(’/,1/

Dear Director: I’d like to share my blessings with the poor for the sake of the Gospel, so I’m enclosing a sacrifice for the missions. Please pray for my intentions:

Enclosed is my sacrifice in the amount of §
Name Address City State_ Zip

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith  Diocese of Ogdensburg
622 Washington St « PO Box 369 « Ogdensburg, NY 13669
Tel: (315)-393-2920 « Fax 1-866-314-7296
website: www.rcdony.org/mission
Email: amichael@rcdony.org
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith when writing or changing your will.
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WORLD
MISSION

SUNDAY
"

The Pontifical Mission Societies
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg,
Inc., thanks our generous
donors who participate in

MCa ==
association
“Children Helping
Children”

All funds raised are directed towards self-
help programs involving the building of
schools, the provision of health and nutrition
programs and medications, school fees, and
teaching and learning resources.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL GIFTS TO THE

2020 Financial Statement

Total Revenue: $109,337.00
Total Operating Expenses: $41,213.00

Notice

This report covers the fiscal year of Jan. 1,
2020 to Dec. 31, 2020; with the exception
of the Missionary Childhood, which covers
September 1, 2020 through August 31,
2021 and MPDO which is July 2020-June
2021.

collections, appeals and bestow MISSIONARY CHILDHOOD . o
o - o ASSOCIATION The Pontifical Mission
unsolicited gifts to the Missions. Societ] f the Di
1 , September 1, 2020- August 31, 2021 ocleties ot the Diocese
God bless you!
(School Year) of Ogdensburg, Inc.
Mission Support — Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ,
Mission Sunday $ 52,297.41 CARTHAGE - Augustinian Academy §76.74 Diocesan Director
Legacies . $ 0.00 GOUVERNEUR - St. James School $1000.00 Alexis Michael,
Perpetual Memberships $  800.00 / W
Unrestricted Gifis $ 204000 | [MASSENA - Trinity Catholic School $800.00 Secretary/Bookkeeper
Lenten Appeal $ 8,215.00 PO Box 369
Christmas Appeal $ 8,634.00 | |LAKE PLACID - St. Agnes School $832.12 Ogdensburg, New York 18669
The Special Funds TICONDEROGA - St. Mary’s School $500.00
Missionary Project of the Diocese of * TOTALS $3,208.86
.Og.densbur 4 ) 836,562.49 * Totals do not reflect donations received after August 2021 or
Missionary Cooperation Plan 8 1,420.25 donations forwarded directly to the National Office. Visit Our Updated Mission
Announced Mass Offerings $19,289.00 A
Unannounced Mass Offerings ~ $1475.65 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM Office Website:
Each year, about one half of the parishes GIFTS TO THE MISSIONARY www.rcdony.org /mission
take up the Missionary Projects of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg (MPDO) CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATION
Collection, while the other half takes up the September 1, 2020 — August 31, 2021
Missionary Cooperation Appeal, in the
following year the collections are reversed. (SChOOI Year)
This year the entire Diocese held MPDO. ﬂ'
St. P A 1 Parish Totals
t. Feter Apostle St. Mary’s Church - Copenhagen $310.00 0”
APPeal St. Raphael’s Religious Education Program- $25.05
$5238.00 was given by our people to the Heuvelton .
Society of St. Peter the Apostle to educate
native priests and novices for mission areas. * TOTALS $335.25

* These totals do not reflect those donations that were mailed
directly to National Office in NYC by individual Parish Religious
Education Programs.

Missionary Childhood

Association Funds for
School Year 2020-2021

School Totals $ 3,208.86
Religious Education Totals ~ $  335.25
MCA TOTALS $ 3,544.11
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2020 Annual Report of Donations to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith

Mission Sunda; CNf)i:s?r';atgn Mli)siiig:sirzflgofiicl::s:: o Mission Sunda; Misstonaey Co- Mli)s;'i‘l‘)ens:rgflgnge:r::;:rlhe
Parish Uan. 2020 Plan oy T of Parish Oan. 2020~ Jﬁ"%‘;’;‘_"}::e ooy Number of
Dec. 2020) (July 2019 - June| (Sept. 1,2019 - Aug. 30, Dec. 2020) Y 2020) (Sept. 1,2019 - Aug. 30,
2020) 2020) 2020)
Adams $612.00 700 Lake Pleasant, Speculator $375.00 $1,085.00 265
Henderson $356.00 st X"E”S_ $2.286.00 206
2 owville $1.533.37 1028
(Community of Alexandria $865.00 249 Lyon Mt-Ellenburg Center $1,578.25
Altona Malone — St. Andre Bes. $1,231.00 $2,205.25 1735
[AuSable Forks/Black Brook $1,062.00 $913.50 350 JMassena — St. Peter’s Parish $195.00 $1,645.00 2476
Wilmil $174.00 65 Mooers Forks $856.73 $15.00 180
Black River $310.00 98 Morrisonville $2,165.77 1119
Brasher Falls $1,317.00 821 Morristown $1,226.00 $1,025.00 315
Brownville-Dexter $617.00 $223.00 532 [Newcomb $175.00 530.00 70
Sackets Harbor $1.302.00 3ZlélOi/\)‘/imer: Lon- Lake $90.00 120.00 90_
summer [Norfolk $1.028.00 462.00 535
Brushton $706.00 $562.00 370 Norwood $709.00 $133.00 600
T\_Ionh Bangor- RCC of St. Augus- $477.78 $27.00 178 0, — SM/ND 1451
June__ Old Forge $2.821.60 160
Cadyville $802.36 $568.50 282 Tnlet, Raquette Lake 134
Canton $1.427.75 554 ;q—pcm ST97722 566
Cape Vincent /Chaumont/Rosiere $599.00 $651.00 340 [PTatisburgh — St. John T80.00 TZ0___|
(Carthage $3,470.14 $65.00 380 Plattsburgh — OLV $888.00 $226.00 500
Copenhagen $261.00 176 Plattsburgh - SP $2,106.00 $1,279.00 1812
Champlain $546.35 $50.00 500 Catholic Comm of Moriah $850.00 804.00 460
Chateaugay $353.00 390 Crown Point $1,031.00 297.50 159
Burke $520.00 Port Leyden $193.00 360.00 150
Chazy $241.00 $397.00 390 Lyons Falls $220.00 110
Clayton $874.00 600 Potsdam $856.00 750
Colton $1,685.00 $801.00 300 Rouses Point $85.00 $1,135.00 590
Constable/Westville $673.00 $178.00 400 Saranac Lake $20.00 $2,089.42 1262
Constableville $109.00 $534.00 160 Schroon Lake $494.00 243
West Leyden 100 Olmstedville $399.00 54
Croghan $1,129.00 $614.00 519 Star Lake 227
D: $455.00 435 Harrisville 217
Redford 315 St. Regis Falls $66.00 $309.00 170
Elizabethtown $611.00 $460.00 150 Hopkinton 80
Westport $208.00 90 Ticonderoga $963.00 788
Ellenburg- SB & SE $828.00 $391.00 480 Tupper Lake 436.00 $1,355.00 1539
Evans Mills $680.50 $335.00 66 ddi 658.00 170
Fort Covington $133.00 $324.20 246 Madrid 143.00 112
Hogansburg - SP 850 Watertown — SP $959.00 655
Gouverneur $703.00 514 Watertown — SH $455.00 $322.00 600
Edwards $247.00 60 Watertown — SA $998.80 580
Heuvelton $480.00 $178.00 240 Watertown — HF $1,452.75 1010
Lisbon $93.00 190 West Chaz) $184.00 $173.00 641
Indian Lake $1,198.00 $1,710.00 102 Willsboro/Essex $661.00 $406.00 326
Keeseville Community $634.00 $551.50 532 Individual Donations $725.00 $1,000.00 NA
Lake Placid $1,547.00 $1,110.00 600
ot $438.00 $60.00 130 TOTALS $52,297.41 $37,298.83

Mission Sunday and Mission Coop Appeal 2020 collections are calculated using the dates of our Fiscal Year (Jan. — Dec. 2020)

Missionary Projects of the Diocese of Ogdensburg Appeal 2020 is calculated using the dates of July 2020- June 2021. Due to COVID-19, the entire Diocese held a collection
for the Missionary Projects for the Diocese of Ogdensburg Appeal. These totals do not reflect any 2020 late payments that were received in the Mission Office. It is also
possible that some amounts represent combined totals amongst parish groupings.

Speak About Africa... Speak About Latin America ... Speak About the Pacific Islands...

...Where 19,000 young men are ...Where six million children receive ...Where catechists travel to remote  ...Where 3,5000 religious bring the  ...Where new churches are being
preparing for the priesthood. an education from Religious Sisters  areas to bring the Good News of Lord’s mercy and peace to those in  built to welcome faith communities,
in more than 15,000 Church-run God’s great love to families. need. renewed after years of persecution.

elementary schools.
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From India to the U.S.: Both mission territories

By Mary Beth Bracy
Contributing Writer

PLATTSBURGH - If you want
to know what Father Tojo
Chacko’s life as a priest
was like in India, ask him
to show you pictures. His
face lights up as he
scrolls through the mon-
tage of images: seminari-
ans fishing together and
working in rice paddies,
visiting families and play-
ing with school children,
celebrations on feasts
that attract thousands to
shrines, and offering
Mass for the faithful.

“In South Central India
(around 2003-04), I used
to work with Salesians
and the street children,
who had no one,” Father
Chacko reflected. “Some-
times they were kids who
ran away from their
homes. They used to be
in the streets begging or
things like that. We used
to invite them to our
home, give them food or
boarding. We used to
teach them and send
them to schools, teach
them trades like carpen-
try. We had a big rehabili-
tation center where we
would send them to
school to grow. It’s alarm-
ing the number of kids
who run away or have
lost their parents. In
many of the cities, we can
find a lot of children
without anyone to take
care of them.”

His memories contin-
ued, “Especially in North-
east India, I was in a
school and parish. It was
multilingual and had
many different lan-
guages. We used to go
Christmas caroling at
every house in the vil-
lage, taking Jesus and
dancing and singing.
Everyone welcomed us
and would partake in the
festivals. India has a lot
of religious and cultural

Father Tojo Chacko

festivals. Most people re-
gardless of religion take
part in each other’s festi-
vals, especially Christ-
mas.”

In the last parish he was
assigned to in India, Fa-
ther Chacko jokingly
shared that he super-
vised 200 boys “to keep

them from smashing
each other’s heads” in K -
12th grade.

“We had a daily routine
like prayer, early Mass,
then classes and games,”
he said.

He also did a lot of
house visitations. “Basic
Christian communities”
are really important
there, where “groups of
Christians get together,
read the Bible, say the
prayers, and have a meal
together. They are based
around the parish. Over
the years religious iden-
tity has become a big
thing because of religious
persecutions, we tried to
remain as close knit as

possible. They are a pray-
ing community that sup-
ports each other through
setting common goals, fi-
nancial or social. So, they
aren’t just a praying com-
munity alone, it is much
more than that. They may
start small scale busi-
nesses or endeavors to
help with their goals in
education and health,
and various other things.”

“When [ worked in
Northeast and Central
India,” Father Chacko
added, “we can go and
meet and speak with any-
one and people mostly
accept us. A lot of com-
mon, every day people
accept and listen to us.
There are a lot of people
who believe in Jesus and
pray to our Mother Mary
and come to our shrines,
though they won’t be
converted to Christianity
for various reasons. In
some of the Northern
parts of India you have to
be very careful, it can be-

come dangerous some-
times. It is multilingual
and multicultural, every-
one live in harmony and
peace. Naturally people
are good with each other.
Most people send their
kids to Christian schools
to receive education be-
cause of their standard of
education.”

Recalling his seminary
days, Father Chacko
shared:

“In South Central India,
we used to go to villages
and visit most houses,
gather people together
and pray. A lot of people
came, despite of different
religious beliefs. We fo-
cused on teaching the
children the basics. A lot
of singing, praise
prayers, reading Scrip-
ture, preaching. We
taught kids to write and
read. We told them sto-
ries, mostly from the
Bible and for life.” He said
he encountered “A lot of
people who are very poor
who are farmers, who de-
pend on the seasons and
the climate. A lot of peo-
ple who have only a meal
a day. There are a lot of
kids who can’t go to
school. It is very sad.”

When Father Chacko
visited India in the
spring, he noted: “There
was a strict lock down
and no public Masses. |
spent time with family
and celebrated Masses,
but not public via live

streaming.”
In India, there are anti-
conversion laws, and

Christians are not al-
lowed to evangelize.
“Because of the popular
Hindu movement, they
try to say that Christians
want to convert every-
one,” Father Chacko said.
“It is not so, if it were
true, India could have al-
ready become a Christian
nation. We want to spread
the good news about

Jesus Christ, who Jesus is
and what He did. In India
we have a mutual respect
for our beliefs. A lot of
people come to our
Churches and shrines to
pray. Christianity in India
is growing, but many are
afraid to identify them-
selves as Christians
though they believe in
Jesus.”

Arriving in the United
States, Father Chacko
said he experienced a bit
of culture shock.

“Coming to U.S. was an
eye opener,” he said.
“What we know about U.S.
in India is from Holly-
wood movies. I was sur-
prised to see a lot of good
Catholic families. There is
a lot of faith.”

The United States and
India are both mission
territories, he noted.

“You can compare it in
both extremes,” he said.
“In India a lot of people
who may not have even
heard about Jesus. In the
U.S. there are people who
have heard about Jesus
but don’t know Him
fully.”

In the United States Fa-
ther Chacko has enjoyed
“working a lot visiting
hospitals and the home-
bound, bringing Com-
munion.”

“It has helped me grow
as a priest and in my faith
in Christ, especially min-
istering to the sick and
the suffering,” he said.
“There are a lot of people
who have a lot of
tragedies in life. They
hold on to Jesus, they
hold on to their faith. In
my encounters with
them, it has helped me a
lot. Through my years
here, I have known many
families who have had a
tough life due to
tragedies or illnesses in
their families. It has
helped me a lot in my
journey of faith.”
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Praying for Pelosi to have 'change of heart' on abortion
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Close to 12,200 people in the Archdiocese of San Fran-
cisco have joined the "Rose and Rosary for Nancy" campaign launched by Arch-
bishop Salvatore J. Cordileone to urge prayers for a "change of heart" for House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi on abortion. The California Democrat, a Catholic who sup-
ports legal abortion, represents California's 12th Congressional District, which is
entirely within San Francisco. Participants joined the campaign by signing a pe-
tition at BenedictInstitute.org, and for each signer a rose was sent to Pelosi's of-
fice as a symbol of their "prayers and sacrifices. This is a critical time in our
country when we especially need to pray for our political leaders as we see our
country moving more and more in the direction of the culture of death," Arch-
bishop Cordileone said in a new YouTube video ad calling on more Catholics and
other people of goodwill to join the campaign. "Our leadership is very impor-
tant so | invite you all to join me in prayer and sacrifice for the Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi from here in San Francisco," he added. The rose is a symbol
of St.Therese of Lisieux, the "Little Flower," and of Mary, the "mystical rose,"
Archbishop Cordileone has noted.

Pope plans day of listening, prayer with the poor in Assisi

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis will prepare for his celebration of the World
Day of the Poor by spending time listening to and praying with 500 poor people
from across Europe, who will be gathered in Assisi in November, the Vatican
said. The pope will have what the Vatican described as "a private meeting" with
his special guests Nov. 12 at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels in Assisi, said
the announcement.The World Day of the Poor — marked each year on the 33rd
Sunday of Ordinary Time — will be celebrated Nov. 14 this year and focuses on a
verse, "The poor you will always have with you" (Mk 14:7).In his message for
the 2021 celebration, Pope Francis wrote: "We are called to discover Christ in
them (the poor), to lend them our voice in their causes, but also to be their
friends, to listen to them, to understand them and to welcome the mysterious
wisdom that God wants to communicate to us through them."

Judge: Group can hold its rally during bishops' assembly
BALTIMORE (CNS) — U.S. District Judge Ellen Hollander ruled late Oct. 12 that
the Michigan-based St. Michael's Media, also known as Church Militant, can
have the Nov. 16 rally it wants to hold in a city-owned waterfront pavilion near
the hotel where the U.S. bishops' will meet Nov. 15-18.The Catholic advocacy
group known for its critical comments about Catholic leaders filed a lawsuit in
federal court after the city of Baltimore canceled the event. Hollander issued an
injunction reversing the ci-ty's decision to cancel the event. In response, the city
of Baltimore has filed an appeal with the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
based in Richmond, Virginia. St. Michael's Media said Oct. 13 it filed a motion to
hold Baltimore in contempt for violating Hollander's order after being told by
the contractor for the pavilion that it s in “a holding pattern and not allowed to
execute the contract." In its original lawsuit filed with Hollander's court, Church
Militant argued that in denying approval for the rally city officials violated the
organization's First Amendment rights guaranteeing free speech, the right of
assembly and the free exercise of religion.The group said the city had engaged
in "viewpoint discrimination." The city said in a court filing that it instructed
the contractor that operates the pavilion to cancel the event "out of legitimate
fear that it would incite violence in the heart of downtown Baltimore."

Seal of confession is
topic of debate in France

PARIS ((NS)- Church and government lead-
ers in France are at odds over whether
priests should be required to report the
abuse of minors if they learn about it in
the sacrament of confession.

Archbishop Eric de Moulins-Beaufort,
president of the French bishops' confer-
ence, and Interior Minister Gérald Dar-
manin met to discuss the issue Oct. 12, a
week after the release of a report by an
independent commission that estimated
330,000 children had been abused by
Catholic priests or church employees in
France since the 1950s.

At issue is whether French law takes
precedence over the seal of confession, a
sacred practice in which a confessor does
not reveal what is told to him during a
confession.

One of the recommendations in the
commission's report urged the church to
"send a clear message from the church
authorities to penitents taking confession
and to the faithful that the seal of confes-
sion may not derogate from the obliga-
tion provided for by the (French) Criminal
Code ... to report to the judicial and ad-
ministrative authorities all cases of sex-
ual violence inflicted on a child or a
vulnerable person."

Darmanin told legislators Oct. 12 that
he had reaffirmed "the primacy of French
laws" during his meeting with the arch-
bishop and said Catholic confessional se-
crecy could not be "used as a justification
for not denouncing sexual crimes against
children."

"The secret of confession has operated
for 200 years in our law and is recognized
as a professional secret, as with doctors
and lawyers — but there is an exception

for crimes committed against children
under age 15," added the interior minis-
ter, who also heads the government's de-
partment for religions.

After the meeting, the French bishops'
conference issued a statement saying:
"The scale of violence and sexual assault
on minors revealed by this report re-
quires the church to reexamine its prac-
tices in light of reality. Work is therefore
needed to reconcile the nature of confes-
sion with the necessity of protecting chil-
dren." The bishops' conference said it
would work on necessary "measures and
reforms" in line with the report's recom-
mendations at its upcoming Nov. 3-8 ple-
nary.

In a note approved by Pope Francis and
published by the Vatican in mid-2019, the
Apostolic Penitentiary affirmed the ab-
solute secrecy of everything said in con-
fession and called on priests to defend it
at all costs, even at the cost of their lives.

Just after the commission's report was
released, Archbishop de Moulins-Beau-
fort told France Info public radio that
confessional secrecy opened up "a space
of free speech before God" and should be
considered "stronger than the laws of the
republic." After his remarks drew angry
reaction from government officials and
the media, the archbishop said he recog-
nized his interview remarks had been
"clumsy" and apologized to "victims and
those saddened or shocked" by the sub-
sequent controversy.

Pope Francis described the report's
publication as a "moment of shame" at
his Oct. 6 Rome general audience. He is
to meet Darmanin and French Prime Min-
ister Jean Castex in Rome Oct. 18.

Biden, Pope Francis to meet

WASHINGTON (CNS) — President
Joe Biden and first lady Jill
Biden will have an audience
with Pope Francis Oct. 29,
the day before the G20
Leaders' Summit starts in
Rome, White House press
secretary Jen Psaki an-
nounced Oct. 14.

"They will discuss work-
ing together on efforts
grounded in respect for
fundamental human dig-
nity, including ending the
COVID-19 pandemic, tack-
ling the climate crisis and

caring for the poor," she
said in a statement.

Biden and Pope Francis
previously met in 2016,
when Biden was vice presi-
dent, after they both spoke
at a conference at the Vati-
can.

In recent weeks, there
has been speculation that
the two leaders would
likely meet since Biden
would be in Rome.

In a recent interview with
Catholic News Service,
Archbishop  Christophe

Pierre, apostolic nuncio to
the United States, said he
was helping the Holy See
prepare for Biden's first
presidential visit to the Vat-
ican, sometime during an
Oct. 30-31 Rome summit of
leading rich and developed
nations.

"It would be an anomaly
if he did not meet the pope
while in Rome," especially
since Biden is the first
Catholic to be U.S. presi-
dent in 58 years, the nun-
cio said.
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FIRST FRIDAY PRAISE
& WORSHIP
Lake Placid — Monthly praise and wor-
ship to be held.

Date: Nov.5

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: St.Agnes Church

Features: Music led by Joey and MC
Izzo. Time for fellowship and snacks af-
terwards. Will be livestreamed as well
on St.Agnes Facebook page.

CLINTON

HARVEST DINNER
Morrisonville — St. Alexander to have
take-out Turkey Harvest Dinner.

Date: Nov. 14

Time: 11:30a.m.to 5 p.m.

Place: St. Alexander’s Church

Cost: Adults, $12; Children 6-12, $5;
under 5, Free

Features: Delivery to your car curb-
side, or delivery, walk in and carry out.

LATIN MASS
Port Henry — Extraordinary Form Latin
Mass to be held each Sunday.
Schedule: 1 p.m.on Sundays NO
MASS ON NOV.7
Place: St. Patrick’s Church
Features: The traditional Latin Mass
celebrated according to the 1962
Missal of St.John the XXIII.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

BASKET RAFFLE
Houseville - St. Hedwig’s Church to
have their Annual Basket Raffle.

Date: Oct.24 and 31

Time: Noon to 1 p.m.

Features: The Raffle baskets will be
on display and tickets will be available
for sale after the celebration of the 11
a.m. Mass. No tickets will be sold dur-
ing Mass. Tickets are $1 each, or $5 for
6 tickets. One silent auction item will
be available- a hand-crafted Shaker-
style cherry coffee table by Ed Knapp.
0On Oct.31,we will have the drawings
for the baskets at 1 pm, following a
bake sale.

Contact: If you wish to donate a
theme basket, baked goods or make a
monetary donation to St. Hedwig's So-
ciety Contact: Elaine 315-486-5532,
Lydia 315-348-7006, or Mary Ann 315-
348-6260.

LIFECHAIN
Watertown — Life right of Watertown
will sponsor a Lifechain.

Date: Oct.23

Jefferson
Lewis

St. Lawrence

Hamilton
Herkimer

Franklin

Clinton

Q%.

Adirondack

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

[tems must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.

Time: 1:30 p.m.

Place: Public Square

Features: Pro-Life signs will be pro-
vided for all participants who will
stand along the periphery of the
square holding them. We encourage
all people from the area to join usin
this witness to the sanctity of all
human life, born and unborn.

Contact: For more information call
BetiAnn at 315-782-3616

DANCE
Glenfield — St.John's and St.Martin's
(atholic Churches in Lyons Falls and
Port Leyden are sponsoring a dance at
the 3-G Fire Hall in Glenfield.

Date: Oct.23

Time: 7 p.m.to 10

Cost: 95

Features: The legendary Patti Stan-
ford Band will be playing all your fa-
vorite tunes! there will be many basket
raffles, door prize and much more!
Food will be available.

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — Indian River Knights of
Columbus 7471 to have a spaghetti
and meatball dinner.

Date: Nov.13

Time:4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; Children
under 12, $5; under 5, Free

Contact: For more information con-
tact 315-629-4678

ST.LAWRENCE

PRAYER AND ADORATION
Massena — Commissioned Lay Minis-

ters are invited to gather for Adoration
and Rosary.

Date: Every third Wednesday of the
month (Oct.20)

Time: 6:30to 7 p.m.

Place: Sacred Heart Church

CABBAGE ROLL & CANDY SALE
Norfolk — The Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s Altar & Rosary Soci-
ety is hosting a cabbage roll and candy
sale.

Date: Oct.23

Time: 9 a.m.to noon.

Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Cabbage Rolls, $4 each. Candy,
$12 per pound

Features: The candy choices are
peanut butter balls, peanut clusters,
chocolate or peanut butter fudge.

Contact: Due to covid-19 restric-
tions this will be a pre-order, pick-up
sale only. All the pre-orders are to be
made by Wednesday October 20th. Or-
ders will be accepted by filling out the
form and placing it in the collection
basket at Mass, calling the office at
(315) 384-4242, or by email pvsr-
sasec@gmail.com.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Canton — Knights of Columbus to have
a pancake breakfast.

Date: Oct.24

Time: 8:30a.m.t0 11:30

Place: St.Mary’s

Cost: Adults, $7; Children 5-10,35;
under 5, Free

GRADE 11 & 12 FAITH GROUP
Ogdensburg — St.Mary’s Cathedral

Parish is kicking off its 11th & 12th
grade faith group. Youth in the applica-
ble grades from outside the Cathedral
Parish are welcome to attend.

Date: Monthly starting Oct. 24, Nov.
21,Dec.19,Jan. 23, Feb. 13, March 13,
April 10, May 15

Time: 5p.m.t0 7:30

Place: Brzana Hall below St.Mary’s
(athedral

Features: We have no curriculum;
YOU will help decide what we discuss!
Lots of discussion, less lecture. Games
with prizes. Dinner included. We ask
families to consider taking a month
and providing dinner. Past families
have been very creative from spaghetti
dinners to breakfast dishes to bringing
in pizza or subs. Classes are self-con-
tained units. Can't make it in October,
you are still invited for November, De-
cember. .. No makeup assignments!
Guests welcome! Bring a friend!

Contact: If you have questions or
concerns that can't wait, contact Dea-
con Jim Crowley via email jcrowley@rc-
dony.org or Jessica Hargrave via email
jhargrave@rcdony.org.

ANNUAL BAZAAR
Massena — St. Peter’s Parish to have
their Annual Bazaar.

Date: Nov. 13

Time: 10 a.m.to 6 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall

Features: Win $2500 in Big Draw;
Turkey Dinner and More Food from
Concession! Turkey Raffles, Pull Tabs,
50/50, Poker, Skilo, Quilt Raffle, Country
Store, Cake Walk, Children's Games and
Activities, Religious Items.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

VIRTUAL LEAD EVENT

(atechetical Leaders and Catechists,
Update your Parish Faith Formation
Program, with information from the
New Directory of Catechesis. Keep cur-
rent in today's social environment.

Date: Oct.23

Time: 9:45 a.m.to Noon

Contact: Register on-line at
www.rcdony.org/lead and a zoom link
will be provided. Questions, contact
Anita Soltero asoltero@rcdony.org

Z0OM GATHERINGS FOR WOMEN
Join other women throughout the dio-
cese with the topic of preparation for
total consecration to Jesus Christ
through Mary according to St. Louis de
Montfort. Book to be used will be
“Preparation for Total Consecration to
Jesus Christ Through Mary” by Father

Hugh Gillispie, SMM” Please purchase
before first zoom meeting through
www.montfortpublications.com. Cost
is $8.50

Dates: Oct.27,Nov.3,10,17,22 and
Dec.1

Time: 7 p.m.to 8:30

Contact: To register go message
mdillenback@womenofgrace.com or
all 315-771-1377

LEAD EVENT

The Department of Faith Formation to
present The Liturgy of the Word: Jesus
Present and how to share it. A continu-
ation of the Mystery of the Holy Eu-
charist.

Schedule:

Date: Nov.6

Time: 9:30 a.m.to Noon

Place:

Western Region: Lobster House, Nor-
wood. Presenter will be Jamie Burns, a
teacher from Trinity Catholic School. If
you choose to stay for lunch it will be
at your own cost.

Eastern Region:Newman Center,
Plattsburgh. Presenter will be Sister
Jackie Sellappan, SCC. Simple lunch will
be provided.

Cost: $10

Contact: To register go to: www.rc-
dony.org/liturgyword

LOVING AUTHENTICALLY
Commissioned Lay Ministers and can-
didates are invited to this program that
is designed to strengthen the partici-
pant’s conviction about the truth,
beauty and importance of church
teaching on natural law and sexual
morality and to give participants a
basic understanding of the ethical
basis of the teaching.

Schedule: Three different opportu-
nities to attend. Nov.6 at Wadding
Parish Center; Jan. 29 at Emmaus
Room, St. Peter’s Church, Plattsbhurgh;
April 23 at St. Peter’s Church, Lowville.

Time: 9:30a.m.to 1 p.m.

Presenters: Deacon John Fehlner &
Dr.Maura Fehlner, Mr. Steve Tartaglia
and other members of the Family Life
Department.

Features: Cost is free and all are
welcome. Bring your own lunch.

Contact: Register at:
https://www.rcdony.org/lovingau-
thentically. If you have questions, con-
tact Faith Formation Assistant Director,
Cathy Russell at crussell@rcdony.org or
call 315-393-2920.
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NEW YORK (CNS) - Un-
derstated and strikingly
realistic, "Mass" (Bleecker

Street), actor-turned-
writer/director Fran
Kranz's feature film

debut, tackles a tough
subject: the emotional im-
pact of a school shooting
on those left behind.

His strategy of feeding
the audience information
in little bits and bites pays
off as viewers are made to
feel like fly-on-the-wall
witnesses to the intense
encounter he portrays.

Kranz begins by build-
ing a subtle form of sus-
pense. We watch as parish
employee Judy (Breeda
Wool) prepares a room on
the premises of the small-
town Episcopal church for
which she works for some

kind of meeting.

She meticulously over-
sees every minute detail,
somewhat anxiously ar-
ranging furniture and put-
ting out snacks, fussing
over everything as if she
were preparing for a gath-
ering of VIPs. Then social
worker Kendra (Michelle
N. Carter) surveys the
mostly unadorned space
to make sure it's appropri-
ate for the solemn event
that follows.

Even when the quartet
for whom these careful
arrangements have been
made - couples Jay (Jason
[saacs) and Gail (Martha
Plimpton) and Richard
(Reed Birney) and Linda
(Ann Dowd) - arrive, the
audience is still uncertain
what brings them to-

NOW PLAYING

MASS

gether. Awkward pleas-
antries are exchanged,
and it's not until fully a
third of the way into the
film that Kranz tips his
hand.

In responding to a query
from Linda, Gail says,
"Why do I want to know
about your son? Because
he killed mine."

Kranz then sensitively
probes the many ques-
tions such a tragedy pro-
vokes. He also shows how
each parent has reacted to
their shared affliction in a
different way. Brought to-
gether in a safe environ-
ment, they have to
opportunity to discuss
and work through their
varied feelings of anger,
regret, confusion and
grief.

The naturalistic ebb and
flow of conversation as
well as the interior ups-
and-downs evoked are
adroitly handled both by
Kranz himself and by his
cast of gifted character ac-
tors.

Isaacs and Plimpton
convey how bereavement
can engulf the soul. Bir-
ney's Richard, by contrast,
initially seems to be above
it all. But such appear-
ances, of course, can be
deceptive. As for Dowd,
she delves deftly into the
paradoxical — yet under-
standable - plight of a
mother forced to acknowl-
edge that she raised a
murderer but still deter-
mined to love her son.

Beyond its setting, the
movie does not explicitly

place the sufferings of its
principals within a reli-
gious context. Simply by
his choice of a title, how-
ever, Kranz seems to
imply that God is present
with the protagonists as
they experience and ex-
press, on the one hand,
their confusion and an-
guish and, on the other,
their openness, empathy
and willingness to forgive.

The film contains ma-
ture themes and a single
crude term. The Catholic
News Service classifica-
tion is A-II — adults and
adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association rating
is PG-13 - parents
strongly cautioned. Some
material may be inappro-
priate for children under
13.

NEW YORK (CNS) -
Daniel Craig's James Bond
is a busy man in "No Time
to Die" (MGM/United
Artists), the actor's fifth
big-screen outing as lan
Fleming's iconic spy.

Below this hectic adven-
ture saga's predictably
glossy surface, however,
lurk plot developments
requiring careful discern-
ment on the part of those
viewers inclined to probe
its underlying values.

As far as his personal
life is concerned, Agent
007 seems to have found
a soulmate in psycholo-
gist Madeleine Swann (Lea
Seydoux). But romantic
complications that may or
may not be due to behind-
the-scenes trickery leave
him wondering whether
he can ever really trust
her.

Professionally, Bond
longs to retire. But, as

No

gangster Michael Corleone
in the "Godfather" fran-
chise once famously com-
plained about his own
supposed plight, he keeps
getting pulled back in -
specifically here by a plot
to unleash a highly re-
fined biological weapon
on the world. So he's soon
in conflict with veteran
adversary Ernst Blofeld
(Christoph Waltz) as well
as newcomer Lyutsifer
Safin (Rami Malek).
Bond's mission is made
more complicated by the
fact that a rift has opened
up between the British
and American intelligence
authorities, primarily due
to a dark secret his long-
time boss M (Ralph Fi-
ennes) is harboring. He
also finds himself in com-
petition  with  Nomi
(Lashana Lynch), a much
younger MI6 operative in-
tent on taking charge.

ALSO SHOWING

Time To

Fortunately, though,
Bond can ultimately rely
on aid from M's secretary,
Moneypenny (Naomie
Harris), and from gadget-
meister Q (Ben Whishaw).
For no particular reason,
the latter is now gay, but
the treatment of this sub-
ject is restricted to his in-
terrupted preparations for
a same-sex dinner date.

Long notorious for his
promiscuous heterosexual
bed-hopping, Bond has
evolved sufficiently to
yearn for a stable home
life with Madeleine. Yet,
while he may be progress-
ing morally on that front,
Neal Purvis, Robert Wade
and  Phoebe  Waller-
Bridge's script muddies
the ethical waters by hav-
ing Bond exact revenge on
a couple of his enemies in
a way that can't be
squared with scriptural
values.

Equally troubling is the
dramatically powerful but
morally problematic con-
clusion of director Cary
Joji Fukunaga's world-tra-
versing adventure. While a
detailed analysis would
necessitate an unforgiv-
able spoiler, suffice it to
say that Bond makes a
choice that aligns with a
purely romantic world-
view but not with a Chris-
tian outlook.

For those content to
consume popcorn and
skim along the surface of
this long, sprawling, ac-
tion-packed and unapolo-
getically escapist fantasy,
however, such ponderous
issues will remain as re-
mote as that interminable
question: Why shaken, not
stirred?

The film contains ma-
ture themes, including
vengeance, suicide and an
out-of-wedlock birth,

much stylized violence,
brief gory images, pre-
marital cohabitation and
sensuality, partial nudity,
vague references to ho-
mosexuality, a few profan-
ities, a handful of milder
oaths and at least one in-
stance each of rough and
crude language. The
Catholic News Service
classification is A-Ill -
adults. The Motion Picture
Association rating is PG-
13 - parents strongly cau-
tioned. Some material
may be inappropriate for
children under 13.
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

God wants to gather all into his kingdom

Have you ever had a
neighbor who noticed
you and your family
going to Mass
every Sunday and

miah, we find God speak-
ing to people who had
been led into exile in
Babylon because
of their refusal to

envied your great obey the com-
joy? Maybe one mandments and
day they told you had even wor-
this. How did you shiped pagan
respond? Did you idols.
think of inviting After severe
them with you? penance, God
There are many [C555 wants to bring
stories of how Monsignor them back to
this led them to paylE. Jerusalem. He
seek full commun-  ypitmore even promises
ion through the ———— that mothers and
Rite of Christian mothers-to-be will
Initiation for Adults know see a prosperous
(RCIA). future for themselves

In today’s first reading
from the prophet Jere-

and their children.
God will show them

October 24

30th Sunday of Ordinary Time

READINGS
Jeremiah 31:7-9
Hebrews 5:1-6
Mark 10:46-52

they are fully forgiven
and once again his spe-
cial people.

In the second reading
from St. Paul to the He-
brews, he shows them
that he has called their
priests and empowered
them to be his true shep-
herds, caring for and pro-
tecting their flocks.

The Great high priest,
Jesus, is the model for all

those who must make
their followers holy.
Every one of them (and
us) is called to this close-
ness to God.

Today’s Gospel from
Mark speaks both of
physical blindness and
spiritual blindness. The
blind beggar, Bartimeus
is physically blind, but he
sees in faith that Jesus is
the true divine Messiah:
“Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” Jesus’ dis-
ciples, who can see phys-
ically but are spiritually
blind to why Jesus has to
suffer and die, try to
hush the beggar until
Jesus calls Bartimeus. He
listens to his request and

brings sight to him. May
we have faith enough to
realize that we are all sin-
ners in need of forgive-
ness and greater spiritual
sight.

Today is World Mission
Sunday. It’s a day to con-
nect with God’s plan for
Christ’s followers to
gather in absolutely
everyone - rich and poor,
the powerful and the
weak - into his kingdom.
That means that we are
called to evangelize
through our speech and
deeds for this to happen.
Someday, God wants to
see all people come
marching in with joy to
Eternal life.

CALLED TO SERVE

Lord, thank you for

“Upstate” to a “New York
down Stater” means any-
thing on the northern
side of the Mario Cuomo
(formerly Tappan Zee)
bridge. That’s roughly
Westchester north and in-
cludes places like Catskill
along the Thruway or Ki-
amesha Lake on the
Delaware River.

It was a treat to tell rel-
atives and friends down-
state that we were
moving to Potsdam, up-
state.

Remember, those were
the days when you did
not move out of your
neighborhood, ever, un-
less Uncle Sam or the law
said you had to move.

It was impossible to
help people visually lo-
cate Potsdam by telling
them the village is north
of Albany or Utica. For
most downstaters those
are just names. “I had a
cousin who moved to
Rochester once, is it near
there?”

Instead, we would tell

folks we were going to
live where you had to flip
the map of New York
State over to find.

The response was usu-
ally, “Up there!” or “Near
Canada!” like that was the
other side of the Arctic or
something.

Some had heard of the
St. Lawrence River but
they thought that was
near New Paltz. “Are we
almost there yet?”

I came north from
Queens for orientation at
Potsdam College. Queens
to Potsdam seemed like a
long trip by car (8 %
hours or so) so I flew to
Massena (just over an
hour). I think I flew Mo-
hawk Airlines from
Kennedy International to
Massena International.

I saw the Catskills and
the Adirondacks from
25,000 feet. I had never
seen so many trees in my
whole life (all 19 years of
it). It was a breathtaking
sight!

I'm not a hiker or

camper or anything like
that, so I can’t say we fre-
quent the woods. How-
ever, Kathy and I had
some commitments in
Plattsburgh and
Lake Placid over
the last couple of
weeks and those
road trips from
Watertown took
us through the
Adirondacks at
peak leaf season.

The leaves were
only starting to
fall. The browns

Deacon
and yellows were KevinMastellon

vivid. Here or

there bright, lovely reds
would pop. The sky was
mostly clear and blue
with only an artist’s hint

the colors

of a cloud now and then
to make the scene per-
fect.

I didn’t really care that
we had a hard time find-
ing an open
restaurant in our
travels. The num-
ber of tourists on
the road and
packing the usual
ADK villages
didn’t bother us
either.

Nature has a
way of reminding
us of God’s mar-
velous hand. He
created all that
vegetation on the third
day according to Genesis.
Nice job, God.

As we drove through

o Search archived papers

nFind us on Facebook!

Visit our website
www.northcountrycatholic.org

e Read local stories and commentaries

e View diocesan events and much more Eiz3E

the vegetation, I was re-
minded of seeing it from
above and reliving the
same awe.

This coming weekend
our response to the
psalm is most appropri-
ate, “The Lord has done
great things for us; we
are filled with joy.”
Thank you, God.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.

For a New or Used Car

Mort
Backus &
Sons

On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd.

315-393-5899
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Pope Francis discusses World Mission Sunday

The following are ex-
cerpts from the Holy Fa-
ther's message for the
celebration of World Mis-
sion Sunday 2021:

WE CANNOT KEEP THE
LORD TO OURSELVES
Once we experience the
power of God’s love and
recognize His fatherly
presence in our personal
and community life, we
cannot help but proclaim
and share what we have
seen and heard.... “Go
therefore to the highways
and byways, and invite
everyone you find” (Mt
22:9). No one is excluded,
no one need feel distant
or removed from this
compassionate love.... As
Christians, we cannot
keep the Lord to our-
selves: the Church’s evan-
gelizing mission finds
outward fulfillment in the
transformation of our
world and in the care of
creation.... The theme of

mbrett@rcdony.org

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the

Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith

Sr.Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296

this year’s World Mission
(Sun)day - “We cannot but
speak about what we
have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:20), is a summons
to each of us to “own” and
to bring to others what
we bear in our hearts.
THE EXPERIENCE
OF THE APOSTLES

The first Christians
began the life of faith
amid hostility and hard-
ship...those experiences
impelled them to turn
problems, conflicts and
difficulties into opportu-
nities for mission... Noth-
ing and no one was to be
excluded from the mes-
sage of liberation. Like

the Apostles and the first
Christians, we too can say
with complete convic-
tion: “We cannot but
speak about what we
have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:20). Everything we
have received from the
Lord is meant to be put to
good use and freely
shared with others....
The first Christians, far
from vyielding to the
temptation to become an
elite group, were inspired
by the Lord and His offer
of new life to go out
among the nations and to
bear witness to what they
had seen and heard: the
good news that the King-

dom of God is at hand....

THE PANDEMIC
NECESSITATES MISSION
OF COMPASSION

The pandemic has

brought to the fore and
amplified the pain, the
solitude, the poverty, and
the injustices experi-
enced by so many peo-
ple. In these days of
pandemic.... there is ur-
gent need for the mission
of compassion, which can
make that necessary (so-
cial) distancing an oppor-
tunity for encounter, care
and promotion. “What we
have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:20), the mercy we
have experienced, can
thus become a point of
reference and a source of
credibility enabling us to
recover a shared passion
for building “a commu-
nity of belonging and sol-
idarity worthy of our
time, our energy and our
resources” (Fratelli Tutti,
36).

AN INVITATION
TO EACH OF US

On World Mission
(Sun)day, which we cele-
brate on the penultimate
Sunday of October, we re-
call with gratitude all
those men and women
who by their testimony of
life help us to renew our
baptismal commitment
to be generous and joyful
apostles of the Gospel.
Let us remember espe-
cially all those who res-
olutely set out, leaving
home and family behind,
to bring the Gospel to all
those places and people
athirst for its saving mes-
sage.

To be on mission is to
be willing to think as
Christ does, to believe
with Him that those
around us are also my
brothers and sisters. May
His compassionate love
touch our hearts and
make us all true mission-
ary disciples.

OBITUARIES

AuSable Forks — Ronald Marbut, Sr.,
69; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 14,
2021 at Holy Name Church; burial in
St.Matthew’s Cemetery, Black Brook.

Cadyville - Beatrice (Manor) Brown,
102; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 16,
2021 at St. James Church; burial in St.
James Cemetery.

Carthage - John Edward Braun, 78;
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 23,2021
at St. James Church

Chateaugay — Muriel C. (Poupore)
Campbell, 87; Mass of Christian Burial
0Oct. 15,2021 at St.Patrick’s Church.

Lake Placid — Mary Margaret (Court-
ney) Cayea, 93; Mass of Christian Bur-
ial Oct. 16,2021 at St. Agnes Church.

Madrid — Pauline M. (Ashley) Tyndall,
90; Mass of Christian Burial at St. John
the Baptist Church; burial in St. John
the Baptist Cemetery.

Malone - Darol“Gene” Eugene Fisher,
82; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 20,
2021 at Notre Dame Church; burial
New St.Joseph's Cemetery.

Massena — Arthur J.Herne, 67; Fu-
neral Services Oct. 10,2021 at Donald-
son Funeral Home; burial in St.
Joseph's Cemetery, Akwesasne.

Morrisonville - Lillian L. (Poulin)
Thompson, 93; Mass of Christian Burial
0Oct. 18,2021 at St. Alexander’s Church.

Norfolk — Chelsey A.Doran, 28; Mass
of Christian Burial Oct. 16,2021 at
Church of the Visitation; burial in Cal-
vary Cemetery, Norwood.

North Bangor — Gary L. Marshall, 79;
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 15,2021
at St. Augustine’s Church; burial in
Stevens Cemetery.

Ogdensburg — Arthur L.Burns, 88;
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 14,2021

at Notre Dame Church; burial in St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

0gdensburg — Elizabeth “Betty”
Pearl (Kelly) Chauvin, 89; Funeral Serv-
ices Oct. 14,2021 at the Fox & Murray
Funeral Home; burial in St. Mary’s
(Cemetery.

0gdensburg — Esther J. (Polniak)
Gonyou, 95; Funeral Services Oct. 13,
2021 at the Fox & Murray Funeral
Home; burial in Foxwood Memorial
Park.

0gdensburg — Mary E. (Robinson)
Murray, 82; Funeal Services Oct.9,
2021 at the Fox & Murray Funeral
Home; burial in Notre Dame Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Leita A.LaClair, 89;
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 13,2021
at Our Lady of Victory Church.

Plattsburgh — Carlton D. St. Germain,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 11,

2021 at St.Peter’s Church; burial in St.
Joseph’s Cemetery, West Chazy.

Port Henry — Bernice V. (Howard)
Urban, 89; Mass of Christian Burial Oct.
12,2021 at St. Patrick’s Church.

Saranac Lake - Angelina (Marks)
Frizzell, 88; Mass of Christian Burial
0ct. 19,2021 at St.Bernard’s Church;
burial in St.Bernard’s Cemetery.

Star Lake — Pauline Louise (Dean)
Bassette, 108; Mass of Christian Burial
Oct. 13,2021 at St. Hubert's Church;
burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Potsdam.

Watertown — Harry E. Bracken, 90;
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 16,2021
at St. Anthony’s Church; burial in Glen-
wood Cemetery.

Watertown — Fiorella A. (Scarchilli)
Guarino, 89; Mass of Christian Burial
0Oct. 12,2021 at St. Anthony’s Church;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — Christine E. Cerow-
Jones, 68; Funeral Services Oct. 14,
2021 at D.L. Calarco Funeral Home, Inc.

Watertown - Sophie Elizabeth
“Betty” (Lustyik) Lawrence; Services to
be held at a later date.

Watertown - Josephine Shoro
Masiello, 88; Mass of Christian Burial
Nov.22,2021 at St. Anthony’s Church;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — James E. McAuliffe I1l,
71; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 9,
2021 at Holy Family Church; burial in
Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — Kathryn E."Katie”
Storino Rowell, 48; Funeral Mass to be
held at Holy Family Church.

Westport — Jean Kerrigan, 92; Mass
of Christian Burial Oct.8,2021 at St.
Philip Neri Church; burial in Gate of
Heaven Cemetery, East Hanover N
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Get more than
basic Medicare?

See what UVM Health Advantage can do for you.

If you only have original or basic Medicare, you may
be missing out. Get the support, added benefits and
value you need with UVM Health Advantage.

Benefits that go beyond Medicare:
» $0 co-pay for primary care visits

* Prescription drug, dental, vision and hearing coverage

» Virtual care, free rides to medical appointments
and free meal delivery after a hospital stay

Plans starting at $0 per month!

UVMHEALTH §MVP‘°

HEALTH CARE

Talk to one of our expert Plan Guides today.

Call 1-833-368-4596 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220)

Seven days a week, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Eastern Time

Visit UVMHealthAdvantage.com/more

The annual election period for UVM Health Advantage Medicare Advantage health plans is Oct. 15-Dec. 7, 2021. MVP Health Plan,
Inc. is an HMO-POS/PPO/MSA organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MVP Health Plan depends on contract renewal.
Other physicians/providers are available in the MVP Health Care network. Virtual care services from MVP Health Care are provided
by UCM Digital Health, Amwell and Physera at no cost-share for members. (Plan exceptions may apply.) Members’ direct or digital
provider visits may be subject to co-pay/cost-share per plan.
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